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neither had succeeded in penetrating beyond its
coast. Ross had indeed in a remarkable voyage
been the first to sight and chart the Great Ice
Barrier in 1842 ; Borchgrevink in 1896 had even
wintered at its northernmost extremity, Gape
Adare : but no attempt had been made upon
the interior, so that until the Discovery Expedition
the mystery that hung over the Barrier was still
veiled, and the Antarctic remained in fact as in
name the terra australis nondum cognita of early
geographers.

The night watches were kept in rotation by
Barne, Shackleton, and Royds ; and Wilson loved
to spend the hours till midnight on the bridge with
one or other of them, as a refreshment after long
hours of stuffy work below deck ; remarking of
Shackleton on watch, ' he knows nearly every bit
of poetry that has ever been written and is always
ready to quote it.'

On the morning of the i5th, a little before sun-
rise, they made Madeira, and he set to work at
once with paints and brush on a sketch of the
Pique Port. He was thrilled with the luxuriant
flora and brilliant bird and insect life of this
semi-tropical island, and hearing a * wild-voiced
Black-cap in full song was like a breath of good
old Grippetts back again.' So many quaint and
picturesque objects * wanted drawing' that he
made a second journey in grilling heat afoot into
the Upper Town, and was still busy sketching
the Harbour when the ship got under way.

The sight of a shoal of Bonitq, in pursuit of the
small flying-fish, * pale silvery green,* moved him
io offer a bottle of champagne for one of the former